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A summary of the work and the results
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What is COMFU?

Comfu.org (Common Future) is a global online learning community for young people.

On Comfu net learners can publish and share their work with young people from around the world.
They can, for instance, create their personal profile, form groups, write news, articles, personal
blogs and comments and share photos and videos.

A log on is required to see the personal profiles of the participants.
To facilitate the work the following been developed:
a handbook for each project describing the different phases, tasks and deadlines.
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Furthermore a community manager follows and assists the process closely. He also has the mandate
to exclude members who do not behave according to the netiquette.

Comfu is an educational engine that can be fed with different contents and learning goals, but the
'Driver' and the basic structure are the same.

Comfu gives young people from around the world a unique opportunity to create relationships,
friendships, dialogue and collaboration with other young people, whom they would not have met
otherwise. They also get the possibility to learn about differences and similarities of their countries
and cultures.

Climate Project

M Seyt@mﬁer 2009 Comﬁ .org was initiated wik su}oyoﬁf om I ¢ Danish Tyas &’Lottoﬁ nds as well as fre
Danish UNESCO ?lssociat?cfScﬁoofTroject

From Septe mber 2009 - March 2010 more than 350 learners ﬁom most[y ASP schools in ‘I\feya(, Norway,
Cﬁenmarﬁ, germcmy, Lilt vania, Serbia, Lebanon, jorcfcm, Columbia, Canada, G hana and Souh ?tf ica usal

Comﬁd‘org to in their preparatory work for a Youth Climate C onference mnC oyenﬁagen
Based on ahandbook With structured tasks and deadlines the students, among other tﬁings, researched,


http://www.comfu.org/

Wesenwrf and debated their Joersona[ and national climate }mﬁ les and described and debated their visions for
ft e fu ture.

Climate Music
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M May and June 2010 the second project on Comfu took place.

As anatural sequel to Comfu’s CO2 Handbook, members were engaged in a creative process, where-
everyone contributed to the same music track: What a Wonderful World.

All young people from around the world were invited to participate.

The aim was to send the message that there is hope for the future, despite climate changes, if we focus o

77051'1.1’\16 aspects and what we have in common.

See handbook j%r more information.

Reviving World Heritage

From October 2010 to June 2011 several hundred students from UNESCO ASP-schools in
Lebanon, Jordan, Syria, Irag, Oman, Bahrain, Egypt, Palestine, Sudan and Denmark worked
together at comfu.org to make their World Heritage Sites vivid and relevant.

The aim of the project was to strengthen World Heritage Education and intercultural dialogue
through ASP schools in Arab States and Denmark.
The project consisted of the following elements:

e Learners from ASP schools in the participating countries made video presentations of WHE sites,
events related to the sites, intangible heritage and potential future sites

*  Online communication and dialogue based on the video presentations

* A Youth conference in Copenhagen, Denmark, for selected delegates from the participating countries



The Handbooks

The handbook is a central tool containing guicfe(ines for and org(mizau'on and deadlines of the work
described.

The learners are encouraged to change between working of-line and on-line. That gives them the Joossiﬁiﬁ’tl_
to make their own research in the local community and to debate Enow(ec[ge and attitudes with their teacher
and classmates Eefore tﬁey }mﬁfisﬁ them.

Various methods and means cy( expression are used to support the use @C cﬁﬁerent feaming sty les anl

enhance creau'w’ty and innovation.

The model situation - vision - action is oﬁzn used to structure the work:
Learners must obtain Enow[ecfge about the _present situation, express their visions/attitudes for the ﬁ ture ani_
déﬁ'ne/deﬁatz what tﬁey can do/action to move ﬁom the situation to the vision.

T that way the learners are acu’ve(y engagecf n constmcting content and ﬁnowfea[ge, Tﬁey are sﬁan’ng iafeas,
coll aﬁomn’ng with peers and creating new media-rich [eaming experiences.

Statistics

There has been
* 890 members from more than 30 countries on comfu.org
* 26146 activities — i.e. publications, uploads, comments, status-updates, friendships started
etc.
* 939 blogs
* 123 groups
* 4542 photos uploaded
* 466 videos published

Many of the learners who took part in the climate project also joined and contributed to Reviving
World Heritage because of interest and the social atmosphere. Also people from countries who had
not been invited to take actively part in any of the projects joined comfu.



Even after the project has been finalized, more than 1000 visitors log in every week to see if a new
project is coming up.

Vision
The vision is to find ways to revive comfu with exiting new projects and make it possible for
students around the globe to experience the comfu spirit.
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